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What is
the Bible?

WE LIVE AT a time when man’s genius for learning and invention has brought the
world to the very brink of self-destruction. Yet the one clear message of hope and of
certainty in this most uncertain world, the message of the Bible, is almost
everywhere summarily dismissed from thoughtful consideration. Such a dismissal
seems to have been made without any real appreciation of what the Bible is all
about, how it has come to us, who wrote it, or when and why it was written. The
purpose of this issue of 'LIGHT on a New World' is to appeal to you to think again
whether such a dismissal is valid from a purely logical point of view, or whether the
sceptical pseudo-intellectualism of our times has pre-disposed us to a false
judgment, to pass a verdict without a true assessment of the evidence.

Let it be stated at the outset that the Bible itself claims unreservedly to be the
word of God. The prophets of the Old Testament begin many of their declarations
with such phrases as ‘Thus saith the Lord ... " or ‘The Lord said unto me . . ." In the
New Testament Peter writes:

‘For it was not through any human whim that men prophesied of old ; men they
were, but, impelled by the Holy Spirit, they spoke the words of God."

Or again, Paul says plainly:
‘ALL scripture is given by inspiration of God ... 2

When Paul, as quoted above, uses the word ‘scripture” he is obviously referring
to the Old Testament ‘writings’ because that is what the word literally means. Our
word Bible is from a Greek word meaning ‘books’. It is perhaps some measure of
its special nature that it is usually called the ‘Holy Bible" or sacred book.

A SPECIAL LIBRARY
This definition of the word Bible as a book. however, needs qualification, for it
is really a collection of books or writings; 66 separate books, bound into one

UI Peter 1. 21 (N.E.B.) I Timothy 3. 16



































































































